Introspection – The Introduction

I had a most interesting conversation with my brother the other day.  He called to talk about the situation in his church.  The church has grown fragmented and stagnant.  Giving is down, and unless something dramatic happens soon, they may have to close their doors in a few months.  He said he had asked some of the men of the church to meet with him on Saturday morning that they might pray about and discuss their situation.  As we talked, I asked him a series of questions that he might want to bring up as a way of seeing where the church was in greatest need.  After our conversation, it occurred to me that these are the same issues with which many churches wrestle.  Then it occurred to me that these are issues it might behoove us at Holt Road Baptist Church to consider.  We talked about:

· Unity in the church
· Unforgiveness and backbiting
· Transparency with and accountability to each other
· Attitudes about leadership
· Attitudes about giving
· Attitudes about participation
· A commitment to God’s word and prayer
· A commitment to discipleship, particularly with regard to Sunday school
· The health of the homes represented in the church
· The church’s identity crisis – traditional versus contemporary.

Over the next several weeks, I’d like us to examine each of these issues and how they impact us.  This has been, for the Pastor Selection Committee, an amazing time of searching: searching out who we are, what kind of pastor our church needs, and the man God is preparing to meet that need.  But this time has to be more than that; it has to be a time of introspection for all of us as a church, a time when we seek to understand how God is preparing us to be the right church for our new pastor.  That’s why I’m calling this series, “Introspection,” because that’s what we need to be doing.  I hope you’ll join me in really carefully examining not only our church in each of these areas, but also as each of us examines his/her own heart.
31For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. – 1 Corinthians 11:31 – NIV

Please, remember to pray for the PSC as we’re entering a most important phase of our task.  Pray for wisdom, insight, clarity of thought, and unity of spirit.  Pray that we would be able to see and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and not be swayed by emotions or human judgment.

Pray for our church as we look inward, that we would be prepared to not only see the areas in which God would have us judge ourselves, but that we would have the courage, humility and spirit of obedience to make those adjustments the Holy Spirit brings to our attention.  Pray that we would foster a spirit of cooperation and a habit of encouraging one another in God’s calling.
Next week, we’ll consider the topic of Unity.  I look forward to sharing my “Introspection” with you during the coming weeks.

Wishing you Grace and Mercy,

Tony

