Introspection – A Commitment to God’s Word (Part 4)
For the last three weeks, I’ve written about our need to be committed to getting into God’s word.  This week, I’d like us to focus on our need to get God’s word into us.  This week I read a wonderful article by John Piper entitled “Why Memorize Scripture? Six Reasons.”  (You can find the whole article at www.desiringGod.org.)  I’d like to share some of these thoughts with you today.
First, a personal testimony:  There have been more times than I can number when God has clearly spoken to me through His word.  A passage of scripture tucked away in my memory will come to the front of my mind giving me the guidance, encouragement, insight or comfort that I so desperately need or need to share.  This would not be possible unless that scripture were already memorized.  There is one incident in particular that always reminds me of the value of memorizing scripture.  Several years ago, Sharon and I were ministering at a small church up in Dawsonville, GA (while we were living in Douglasville).  This meant driving a little over an hour each way every Sunday and Wednesday.  On one particular Sunday night, we were going home, driving down GA400.  Suddenly, we were struck from behind by a large black pickup truck.  Our little Ford Festiva (really a cracker box on wheels) spun three or four times and rolled over and over, landing on the driver’s side.  Sharon was slammed against her door, and I was suspended over her, held in place only by my seat belt.  We should have been killed, but God still has work for us to do.  When the ambulance came, I had to be cut out of the car.  We were placed in the ambulance side by side.  As we lay there, Sharon and I began to recite scripture verses to each other.  I can’t fully describe the peace that filled the back of that ambulance that night (or the witness to the EMTs).  The Holy Spirit was truly the Comforter that our Lord had promised.  Thanks be to God for His wonderful word and its ability to speak to our every need, and blessed be He who had filled our hearts with that word.
Chuck Swindoll wrote, "I know of no other single practice in the Christian life more rewarding, practically speaking, than memorizing Scripture... No other single exercise pays greater spiritual dividends! Your prayer life will be strengthened. Your witnessing will be sharper and much more effective. Your attitudes and outlook will begin to change. Your mind will become alert and observant. Your confidence and assurance will be enhanced. Your faith will be solidified." (Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994], p. 61).

Now, let’s look at John Piper’s six reasons for memorizing scripture (with which I whole-heartedly agree):

1. Conformity to Christ – As Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome, “ 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” - Romans 12:2 (NLT)

2. Daily triumph over sin – “9 How can a young person stay pure? By obeying your word.  11 I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” - Psalms 119:9, 11 (NLT)

3. Daily triumph over Satan - Remember Jesus’ example.  When tempted by the evil one, His answer always began, “It is written….” (See Matthew 4)

4. Comfort and counsel for people you love – “11 Timely advice is lovely, like golden apples in a silver basket.” - Proverbs 25:11 (NLT) or as John Piper restated it, “When the heart full of God's love can draw on the mind full of God's word, timely blessings flow from the mouth.”
5. Communicating the Gospel to unbelievers - Remember Peter’s admonition: “15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,” - 1 Peter 3:15 (ESV)

6. Communion with God and the enjoyment of His person and ways - We find God revealed in the scripture.  As we commit those scriptures about Him to heart and meditate on them, we are drawn closer to Him in awe, gratitude and love.  Imagine how your perspective of God will develop if you daily look at Him in this way:  “8 The Lord is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.9 He will not constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever.10 He does not punish us for all our sins; he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve.11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth.12 He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.13 The Lord is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him.” - Psalms 103:8-13 (NLT)

Father of us all, let us see You as You have revealed Yourself in Your word.  Let that word become a part of us, and let it change us daily, conforming us to Christ.  In Jesus’ Name, amen!
