Introspection – A Commitment to Prayer – Part 4
In this, our fourth week considering our commitment to prayer, we take a look at some lessons we can learn from some Biblical examples of prayer.  Three weeks ago we asked, “What is prayer?”  The second week, “Why should we pray?” And last week, “How should we pray.”  This week, we’ll look at three prayers.
I.  Let’s turn first to Joshua:

6 Joshua and the elders of Israel tore their clothing in dismay, threw dust on their heads, and bowed face down to the ground before the Ark of the Lord until evening.7 Then Joshua cried out, “Oh, Sovereign Lord, why did you bring us across the Jordan River if you are going to let the Amorites kill us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side! 8 Lord, what can I say now that Israel has fled from its enemies? - Joshua 7:6-8 (NLT)

This Biblical prayer is marked by humility and honesty.  Joshua and the leaders of Israel tore their clothing and threw dust on their heads to signify their mourning before God.  After the great victory at Jericho, the Israelites were soundly defeated at the small city of Ai.  They cried out to the Lord out of their sorrow.  And the prayer of Joshua wasn’t some pious-sounding formal church prayer.  He poured out his heart to God.  What would happen if we got that serious about our prayers to the Lord?  After all, He already knows everything, so why try to put on airs as if we really thought we could impress Him?
II.  Last week, we looked at the prayer that Jesus taught His disciples for a pattern for prayer.  This week, let’s see what else it has to teach us.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. – Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV)

This Biblical prayer is personal.   We address “Our Father…in heaven,” acknowledging that He is not only majestic and holy but also loving and personally involved in our lives.  While we must always use God’s name respectfully, remembering His holiness, we as to come boldly to the throne of Grace to address our Father.
This Biblical prayer recognizes God’s position. – “Thy kingdom come,” speaks of God’s sovereign authority.
This Biblical prayer recognizes our position. – “Thy will be done,” is a request for God’s perfect will to be accomplished in this world and the next.  It is also a statement of our desire to participate in His plan.
This Biblical prayer demonstrates complete dependence. – When we ask, “Give us this day our daily bread,” we express our faith in God as our Sustainer and Provider.  Remember, everything we have comes from Him.  We also seek God’s forgiveness, our greatest need.

This Biblical prayer asks for God’s help and guidance for our daily lives. – We express our trust that God won’t allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear. (See 1 Corinthians 10:13).

III.  Finally, let’s look at one more of Jesus’ prayers.
20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message.21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. - John 17:20-21 (NLT)

 This Biblical prayer reminds us that we are bound to other believers.  Jesus prayed not only for the disciples with Him in the upper room but also for all those believers who would come after them.  That night, Jesus prayed for you and me, that we would be unified (John 17:11), protected from the evil one (v. 15) and sanctified (holy) (v. 17).  When we stand together to answer God’s calling we are fulfilling Jesus’ prayer!
 Oh Sovereign Lord, our dear, dear Father:  may your Name be blessed!  May Your will be done in each of our lives, in our church, in our community, and even to the ends of the earth.  Help us to fully trust You every day, and to turn always to You first for forgiveness, for hope, and for strength to face the trials and temptations from the evil one.  Above all, may You be glorified!  In the precious name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.
 

