Introspection – The Great Commission (Part 3)
As you may recall, for the last two weeks we’ve looked at Jesus’ great commission to us.  Jesus said:

18 …All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. - Matt 28:18b-20 (KJV)

We noted three important statements contained in His words:
1) He (Jesus) has all authority.

2) We (his followers) have a job to do.

3) He (Jesus) will be with us every step of the way.

The first statement reminds us that our calling and the outcome of our obedience are based on Jesus’ authority.
The second statement tells us what we are called to do: 
1) Evangelism – Telling the good news about Jesus’ salvation as we go through our days.

2) Baptism – Helping those who choose Christ to publicly commit for Him.

3) Discipleship – Teaching those who commit what His commands are and how to follow them.

Today we want to consider the third statement in the Commission, which gives us the assurance of Jesus’ abiding presence as we go about these tasks.  What a promise: God is with us!  Perhaps this is a part of what Isaiah meant:
14 …Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). - Isaiah 7:14b (NLT)

God is with us!  Perhaps Jesus’ disciples remembered Jesus’ words during their last supper:

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever… - John 14:16 (KJV)

God is with us!  This sort of promise is not new.  Did not God say to Joshua:
9 …Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9b (NLT)

God is with us through our trials and difficulties, even in our times of deepest sorrow:

18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed.  19 The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each time. - Psalms 34:18-19 (NLT)

God is with us when we face persecution:

12 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor. 13 Surely… the upright shall dwell in thy presence. - Psalms 140:12, 13b (KJV)

God is with us!  Carrying out Jesus’ Commission is a daunting, even fearful, prospect, and we have no hope of success apart from Him, but our Lord has both commanded us to do it and will empower us by His presence:
16 “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves… 19 When you are arrested, don’t worry about how to respond or what to say. God will give you the right words at the right time.20 For it is not you who will be speaking—it will be the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 32 “Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.33 But everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before my Father in heaven. - Matthew 10:16a, 19-20,32-33 (NLT)

Blessed are You, Yahweh Shammah, The God Who is Present! Help us to always remember that we are never left alone and friendless, for You are always with us.  Help us to confidently do the work to which You’ve called us, with great joy and anticipation, never forgetting that You are with us even until the day You return.  Amen!
