Introspection – Unity

﻿1﻿ Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!

Psalm 133:1 – RSV

We all love things that are good and pleasant.  Don’t we?  This Psalm gives us a picture of God’s desire for our good, His desire to bless us as we are unified.  Jesus even prayed that we might be so:
20﻿ “I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, ﻿21﻿ that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. ﻿22﻿ The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, ﻿23﻿ I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast loved me.

John 17:20-23 – RSV (emphasis mine)
How does this work itself out in a practical way?  Let’s turn to Paul:

﻿
14﻿ And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. ﻿     15﻿ And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. ﻿16﻿ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. ﻿17﻿ And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3:14-17 – RSV (emphasis mine)
Paul admonishes us to do five things:

1. Love one another. – This leads to harmony.

2. Live in the peace of Christ. – This leads to unity.

3. Lose yourself in thankfulness. – This leads to contentment.

4. Lift one another with joyful expression. – This leads to mutual appreciation.

5. Linger in the word, name and person of Jesus. – This leads to satisfaction.
Peter tells us the ingredients for the recipe for a united church family:

﻿8﻿ Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind.






1 Peter 3:8 - RSV 

Paul reminds us how and why this is so:

﻿4﻿ There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, 5﻿ one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6﻿ one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.






Ephesians 4:4-6 - RSV 

Please, pray that the one God and Father of us all would fill us with unity of spirit.  While we may disagree on some minor points of procedure, let us do so in a way that honors the one Spirit who fills us and who walks beside us as our True Guide.  Pray that all we say and do may be to the honor of our Savior and King, Jesus the Messiah!

Pray for our Pastor Selection Committee as we move forward in the work God has called us to do and for which only He can equip us.  Pray for the pastoral candidates we will be interviewing that God may speak clearly through and to them, and that the selection will be made that honors Him.  And may God bless you for your prayers!
