Introspection – The Family (Part 3)
This has been a most interesting week in the realm of politics.  Now don’t get alarmed: I’m not going to start talking about who should get your vote.  The truly interesting thing this week happened down in Florida’s 8th Congressional district.  The incumbent, Alan Grayson (D) has been running a series of ads attacking his opponent Daniel Webster (R) as a foe to women.  In his ad, Grayson uses a sound bite of Webster saying "Wives, submit yourself to your own husband" and "She should submit to me. That's in the Bible." Interestingly enough, the quote was taken out of the context in which it was spoken.  [The clips were reportedly taken from a speech Webster delivered at a conference of the Institute for Basic Life Principles, a nonprofit Christian organization.]  Webster actually said, “I have a verse for my wife…Don’t pick the ones that say, ‘She should submit to me.’  That’s in the Bible, but pick the ones you’re supposed to do….[such as] ‘Love your wife even as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it.’”  How controversial!  Now, leaving the politics aside, I want us to consider the ideas Webster quotes and Grayson decries.

Last week, we continued our discussion on the family looking at the husband’s responsibilities to his wife.  We learned, from Peter and Paul each of us husbands must…
· Love his wife, just as Christ loved the church
· Give up his life for her…to present her…holy and without fault

· Give honor to her
· Treat her with understanding and as an equal partner in God’s gift of new life.
But what are the directions to a wife?  Let’s first turn to Paul, and then to Peter:
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting for those who belong to the Lord. - Col 3:18 (NLT)

21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.22 For wives, this means submit your husbands as to the Lord.23 For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of his body, the church.24 As the church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in everything. - Eph 5:21-24 (NLT)

1 In the same way, you wives must accept the authority of your husbands. Then, even if some refuse to obey the Good News, your godly lives will speak to them without any words. They will be won over2 by observing your pure and reverent lives.3 Don’t be concerned about the outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, or beautiful clothes.4 You should clothe yourselves instead with the beauty that comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God.5 This is how the holy women of old made themselves beautiful. They trusted God and accepted the authority of their husbands. - 1 Peter 3:1-5 (NLT)

Now that is what the Bible says.  Some of you women may be bristling right now.  Some of you men may be thinking, “Yeah, you tell those gals what’s what!”  I suggest both groups could use a serious attitude adjustment.  What does the word submit mean?  From the Greek hypotassō, the term reminds us of our calling to submit to the leadership of Jesus if we’re to follow Him, and just as our submission to Christ is an essential component in our Christian relationship, so too is submission to one another key to harmony in our relationships one with another.  Biblical submission is by choice, not by force; it’s a choice we make so as to honor God and recognize each other as equals in His kingdom.  And while it is based on love, it is not a choice the world will understand or applaud.
I didn’t want to be presumptuous, so I asked my wife what she thought wifely submission means.  I found her answer to be both illuminating, based on her insight, and trustworthy, as this is how I’ve seen her live within the context of our marriage.  She tells me that for her submission means “showing respect in loyalty, fidelity, and trust, listening to my counsel, and giving me honor as her husband.”

Of course, it’s not a popular message.  The world hates to hear words like submission and self-sacrifice, for they run contrary to the mantras of “Look out for number one,” and “Do what pleases you so you can self-actualize.”  Frankly, it may not be that popular even in the church, but God never said “Just pick the commandments you like, and that’ll be okay!”  But take a moment to consider Peter’s words in 1 Peter 3:1-2.  Read those again, and consider the possible impact you could have for the kingdom of God by the way you interact with your husband and family.
Blessed are You, O God Our Father, who shows us how to truly live in love.  May we always strive to be the kind of people You have by Your example taught us to be!  Lord, give us marriages that honor You.  In Jesus’ name, Amen!
