Introspection – Facts or Truth
This week was intended to be a continuation of the series on the family, but I feel compelled to go into a different direction.  (God willing, we’ll return to the family series next week.)  I don’t know who among you needs to read this, or if it’s just a matter of my needing to write it, but this is what is on my heart and I can’t ignore it.
So often we’re asked to make decisions, sometimes very important ones, and the conventional wisdom is to base that decision on looking at the facts.  But I want to challenge you this week to go beyond just the facts.  Let’s consider some actual situations, looking first at the facts, and then going beyond them to the truth.

THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS – THE FACTS

 In the beginning, there was nothing…no light, no energy, no matter, no atoms, no molecules, nothing at all.
THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS – THE TRUTH

God spoke and all things came into existence: light, seas, dry land, plants, fishes, birds, animals, and mankind.

ABRAHAM – THE FACTS

Abraham was nearly 100 years old, Sarah nearly 90.   She had never been able to conceive, but they wanted a son.
ABRAHAM – THE TRUTH

God promised Abraham he would have a son by Sarah.  She gave birth to Isaac.

JOSEPH – THE FACTS

Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery.  In Egypt, the slave Joseph was falsely accused by a wicked woman and ended up in prison.

JOSEPH – THE TRUTH

God had promised Joseph in his dreams that his brothers would bow down to him.  God brought Joseph to the attention of Pharaoh as one who could interpret Pharaoh’s bad dreams.  Joseph was raised to be Prime Minister of Egypt, leading them through a 7-year famine and saving his family and the entire nation of Israel (including his brothers who did bow down to him).

MOSES – THE FACTS

A later Pharaoh feared that the nation of Israel was growing too large, so he ordered the midwives to kill all the boy babies.

MOSES – THE TRUTH

God spared Moses, having Pharaoh’s own daughter rescue him from the Nile and raising him as a prince of Egypt.  Later, God appeared to Moses and revealed His plan to free the children of Israel from Egypt with Moses at the lead.

DAVID AND GOLIATH – THE FACTS

Goliath was a well-armed, well-trained giant soldier of the Philistine army whom everyone feared.  David was a shepherd boy armed with only a sling and a handful of stones.
DAVID AND GOLIATH – THE TRUTH

God used David to slay the giant with his sling, and cut off his head with his own sword.  Israel was delivered from the Philistines, and David later became their most famous king.

LAZARUS – THE FACTS

Lazarus was dead…four days dead…stinking dead…wrapped in grave cloths dead…sealed in the tomb dead.

LAZARUS – THE TRUTH

Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth,” and Lazarus hearing him from the world to come, came back to life.

It doesn’t matter how overwhelming the facts may seem to be.  The truth is, God is greater than all your circumstances.  If your life is a void, filled with darkness, the One who said, “Let there be light,” can create a new life in you.  When it seems that nothing is possible, the One who gave a child called “Laughter” can make the impossible possible.  When it seems that nothing is going right, the One who raised up an imprisoned slave can raise you up.  When all the power of the world seems arrayed against you, the One who delivered the nation of Israel cares enough to deliver you.  When your problems and fears seem so big that they’ll overwhelm you, the One who empowered a shepherd boy can strengthen you to meet life head on.  When all seems dead and hopeless, there is One who will give you new life!  His name is Jesus.  No matter what you’re facing, He’s the One for whom nothing is impossible!  He can heal your heart, your marriage, our church, our community, our nation, our world.  He’s just waiting for us to call on Him and surrender our plans to Him.  What are you waiting for?  NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!!  MAY HIS NAME BE PRAISED FOREVER!!  AMEN!!!
