Introspection – The Family (Part 5)

(Personal Note:  I want to thank you for your patience while I’ve been away from writing as well as your prayers.  I have no doubt they’ve made a difference.  After a week-long hospital stay in which I was tested from stem to stern, and treated in several ways to try to stabilize my heartbeat, the doctors installed an Internal Cardioversion Device in my chest and attached it to my heart.  It serves as both a pace-maker and defibrillator in the event my heart should go out of rhythm or even stop.  They tell me that when they installed it, they had to stop my heart to test it.  So I guess you could say that I’ve “died” and come back again.  Apparently, God’s not done with me yet!  BTW: If you want to check out any previous Introspections, you can find them at http://holtroadbaptist.org/introspection.shtml) 

Previously, we’ve examined how God ordained the family as the first (foundational) social institution.  We looked at what His word has to say about how husbands should relate to their wives and wives to their husbands, then how parents should relate to their children.  This week, we’ll look at the other side of that coin.  Let’s see what we can glean from scripture about how children should relate to their parents.

When God gave the Ten Commandments on Sinai, only one of those commandments (the fifth one) had a promise attached to it:

12 “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the Lord your God is giving you. - Exodus 20:12 (NLT)

Clearly, the manner in which we treat our parents is very important to God.  Paul reiterates this in his letter to the church at Ephesus:

1 Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do.2 “Honor your father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise:3 If you honor your father and mother, “things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth.” - Ephesians 6:1-3 (NLT)

Now, I realize that my readership is primarily adults, and you may be saying to yourself, “What’s this got to do with me?”  The fact is, even as adults we have a responsibility to honor our parents.  I’m persuaded that we do this in two main ways:

I. We honor our parents by living godly lives.

This reflects well on our parents, demonstrating they understood and acted upon the truth:

6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. - Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)

II. We honor our parents by respecting and caring for them in their old age.

I know some of you are saying, “Easier said than done!” or “You don’t know my old man!” or “I have a hard enough time taking care of me and my family!”  Jesus had an interesting perspective on this:

1 Some Pharisees and teachers of religious law now arrived from Jerusalem to see Jesus. 2 “Why do your disciples disobey our age-old tradition?” they demanded. “They ignore our tradition of ceremonial hand washing before they eat.” 3 Jesus replied, “And why do you, by your traditions, violate the direct commandments of God? 4 For instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother must be put to death.’ 5 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’  6 In this way, you say they don’t need to honor their parents. And so you cancel the word of God for the sake of your own tradition.  7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, 
8 ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  9 Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’ ” - Matt 15:1-9 (NLT)

How we treat our parents says far more about our relationship with God than how pious we appear in church!  God has made it clear, if you want to know the truth and depth of someone’s religion, look at how he/she treats his/her family.  Next week, we’ll explore that idea more fully as we complete our study on the family.

Oh God and Father of us all, help us to truly honor our parents in word, deed and attitude.  In Jesus’ name: Amen!

