Introspection – Attitudes About Giving
2 …When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated the ground. 3 When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought a gift—the best of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, 5 but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. 6 “Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? 7 You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its master.” 
Genesis 4:2-7 (NLT)
I’ve often wondered what it was exactly that made Abel’s sacrifice acceptable to the Lord, but Cain’s unacceptable.  Was it Cain’s and Abel’s respective attitudes upon presenting their sacrifices?  Perhaps Abel’s sacrifice was better because he brought “the best of the firstborn lambs from his flock,” while Cain simply presented “some of his crops.”  Was it the quality of the sacrifice?  Was it that Abel’s sacrifice was a reflection of God’s having sacrificed an animal in Eden to cover his parents’ nakedness, as well as an anticipation of God’s own sacrifice of the “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world?” (John 1:29)
I think God gives us an answer in vs. 6-7.  Cain was angry, dejected, and refusing to do what was right.  Cain brought his sacrifice.  He kept the form of religion, but his heart was not right.  This is most unpleasing to God.
27 The sacrifice of an evil person is detestable, especially when it is offered with wrong motives.
Proverbs 21:27 (NLT)
What then should be our attitude about giving?  I’d like to suggest four ideas:

1. We ought to give as we are led by God’s Spirit

21 All whose hearts were stirred and whose spirits were moved came and brought their sacred offerings to the Lord. 
Exodus 35:21 (NLT)
In this chapter from Exodus, we find that the people gave of their possessions and their skills.

2. We ought to give sacrificially, trusting God to meet all our needs.

1 While Jesus was in the Temple, he watched the rich people dropping their gifts in the collection box. 2 Then a poor widow came by and dropped in two small coins. 3 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus said, “this poor widow has given more than all the rest of them. 4 For they have given a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.” 
Luke 21:1-4 (NLT)

3. We ought to give as an act of love and gratitude.

7 Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us —I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches. 
2 Corinthians 8:7-8 (NLT)

4) Give generously and cheerfully.

6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NLT)
Oh Lord, help us to give as You lead us to, generously, trustingly, sacrificially, and with grateful, loving and cheerful hearts.  Help us remember the great privilege of partnering with You in Your Kingdom work.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
