Introspection – Attitudes About Participation
“It’s not really my job!  I’m too old; let someone else younger than me take up the load.  I’m too young; let someone older than me, who can demand more respect do it.  I have too much on my plate already.  I’m just not cut out to help!”  How many times have we heard these kinds of excuses?  How many times have we made them?  One of the surest ways to let a church die is by neglect.  Now, I’m not saying that everyone isn’t doing his/her part.  Some folks are working diligently to keep us on track, but I am asking you to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit as to whether you’re doing your part.  You see, God designed the Church so that all the parts of the Body work together to accomplish His great work: that all nations might be saved, baptized and discipled in the True Faith.  Look at what Paul said:

11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth.15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. - Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT), emphasis mine
You see, doing His work builds up the church.  This leads to unity, which leads to maturity and confidence.  Then we’re not easily tricked by the lies of the world, the flesh and the devil.  Rather we, speaking the truth in love, fit together as a healthy body, growing and full of love.  This should encourage us all to work, not only diligently, but enthusiastically:
58 So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless. - 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NLT)
7 Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people.8 Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are slaves or free.  - Ephesians 6:7-8 (NLT)
Working together, each one doing his/her part, makes us not only partners with each other, but partners with God:

7 It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow.8 The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work. - 1 Corinthians 3:7-8 (NLT)

We’re not just working for our church.  Jesus reminds us all of the One for whom we are truly working and why:

37 …“The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” - Matthew 9:37-38 (NLT)

Lord of the Harvest, place your fire in me,
   Servants you need now, servant I will be. 

(from the song “Lord of the Harvest”)
