Introspection – A Commitment to God’s Word (Part 2)
Last week, we considered four reasons we have a great debt to God’s word.

1) It is the way both to find life and understand how to live it. (Ref. 2 Timothy 3:15-17)

2)  It is our light in a dark and dangerous world. (Ref. Psalm 119:105)

3)  It is our only defense against sin. (Ref. Psalm 119:11)

4) It is our offensive weapon against the evil one. (Ref. Ephesians 6:17)

This week, I’d like us to think about how the Word of God works in the world in general and in our lives particularly.  
God’s Word is powerful and effective: - 12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword…. – Hebrews 4:12a (NLT)

His Word is the agent of creation: - 6 The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He breathed the word, and all the stars were born. - Psalms 33:6 (NLT)

God made His intentions known through His Word: - 1 Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. - Hebrews 1:1-2a (NLT)

But, most importantly, God revealed His light in the Living Word, Jesus the Messiah: - 1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.2 He existed in the beginning with God.3 God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him.4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. - John 1:1-5 (NLT)

Why did John refer to Jesus as “The Word?”  The word John uses here is the Greek word logos.  This Greek term embodied the principle of reason that governed the world.  It was an expression of fullest meaning.  In Hebrew thought, “The Word” was actually another expression for God.  The name is the full representation (embodiment) of the thing named.  (Indeed, our Jewish friends seldom use the name “God” and almost never speak the name given to Moses, YHWH, but rather refer to Him with the term “Hashem,” which means “The Name.”)  John’s use of “The Word” to describe Jesus was intended to reveal that Jesus, a human being that John knew and loved, was at the same time the Creator of the universe, the full and absolute revelation of God.  To the pious Jew, the idea of someone being “the Word of God” was blasphemous.  To the Greeks, that “the Word became flesh” was inconceivable.  But John was offering a new way of looking at these ideas.  We call it the gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ!  As Matthew pointed out (referring to the prophecy of Isaiah): - 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” - Matthew 4:16 (NLT)

Jesus told us that we are to be “the light of the world.” (Ref. Matthew 5:14).  As his disciples (his followers who continually are learning from Him), we must be agents of the Truth.  In order to do so, we must be committed to knowing and understanding His word.  It’s not about casually and occasionally perusing The Bible.  We must be committed to reading, studying, memorizing, internalizing, living and speaking His Word.  Our commitment to God’s Word goes hand in hand with our love for Him.  Listen to God’s instructions to the children of Israel:

4 “Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.6 And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today.7 Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up.8 Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders.9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. - Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (NLT)

Blessed art Thou, oh Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has revealed Himself to us through the written word of The Bible and the Living Word, Jesus the Messiah!  May Your name be honored and Your Word exalted both now and forevermore.  May it be so especially in our lives and in our church.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen!
